
 















































The direct economic impact and uncertainty on America’s farmers stands to change the future of 
agricultural trade relationships for generations. As such, we request responses to the following 
questions:  

 Did USTR perform any analysis on the impact of the across-the-board tariff policy on
farmers prior to implementation? If so, please share that analysis with us.

o What do you expect to be the short- and long-term impacts of tariffs on farmers?

 There have been conflicting reports as to whether tariffs are being used as leverage in
trade negotiations or as a long-term structural shift in trade policy.

o Can you provide clarity on the goals of the Administration’s trade policy?
o If tariffs are being used as leverage in trade negotiations, what are your top

agriculture priorities and markets?  What countries are you prioritizing in
negotiations, and what is the basis for determining those countries?

 President Trump indicated that U.S. farmers need to get ready to supply the domestic
market instead of the international markets.

o Has USTR or have other agencies done analysis to show how production and
consumption of crops would need to shift, or what domestic processing would be
necessary to accomplish this goal?  For example, there is very limited domestic
cotton spinning, weaving or apparel manufacturing.

o Significant parts of the agricultural trade imbalance are related to imports of
specialty crops, many of which are either grown in tropical regions or imported
during the off-season.  U.S. farmers will not be able to produce these commodities
in the same volume or season.  Will consumers need to shift from fresh produce in
the off season or be forced to pay a higher price due to the tariffs on these
products?

 Prior to the announcement of the across-the-board tariffs and per-country rates, the
USDA announced plans for trade missions to several countries including some with
tariffs as high as 46%.

o Did USTR consult with USDA on the trade missions or setting tariffs based on
targets for opening markets?

We have serious concerns about the haphazard approach taken by the Administration to tariffs 
that cause unnecessary uncertainty and harm for U.S. farmers and their markets.  We look 
forward to a prompt response. 
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